
òA second language is like a second lifeéó 

This sums up the reason why Katrin Rippel, 

former columnist of òMeet the Membersó for 

NOTIS, constantly strives to make a differ-

ence in the business of multiple languages and 

diverse cultures.  

Katrin was born in East Germany, and then 

moved to the western part of Germany in her 

teens, where her English studies began. She 

had always had the dream of living in France, 

so she moved there, spending 6 years in the 

country. She really enjoyed France, but 

wanted to continue learning English. Perhaps 

out of curiosity, Katrin decided to come to 

the United States to see if some of the 

stereotypes about Americans were true. For-

tunately, this country did not disappoint her. 

She soon became fascinated with the people, 

environment, and culture, and decided to put 

down roots. 

San Francisco was the first place Katrin ar-

rived and she fell in love with America. After 

she had lived there for three years, she de-

cided it was time to move on. Her goal was 

to learn more about translation, and she 

started looking into some programs. Thanks 

to its culturally diverse environment, Wash-

ington State happened to have a school that 

attracted talented people such as Katrin. She 

completed her certificate program in transla-

tion in 2004. 

In 2005, she obtained another certificate in  

software localization from the University of 

Washington, with a focus on localization con-

cepts, tools and languages, and project manage-

ment. The same year Katrin founded her own 

c o m p a n y ,  M E N U  I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

(www.menuintl.com). 

Katrin views her company like a puzzle in 

which all the pieces of her life fit together. She 

has a strong passion for the food and hospital-

ity industry and that passion was cultivated by 

her 16 years of experience in that field in Ger-

many, France, and the United States. She is 

fascinated with languages, is proficient in three, 

and currently works as a professional transla-

tor. She is also a computer expert and her  

company, MENU International, is the fruit of all 

her labors. Her company helps businesses suc-

ceed when entering a multilingual world with 

diverse cultures. MENU International is there 

to bridge the gaps and facilitate clear communi-

cation, especially in the food, travel, and hospi-

tality industries. 

Katrin likes to garden and write; the latter 

talent led to the birth of this popular column 

òMeet Our Membersó. (cont. on page 4) 
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Guadalupe, Gonzalez  Spanish 
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Johnson, Pedro L.   Spanish 

Korotkova, Galina  Russian, Ukrainian 

  (upgrade from Student Membership) 

Torzecka, Elzbieta  Polish 

 

REJOINING MEMBERS  

Franco-Erickson, Adriana  Spanish 

Erickson, John D.  Spanish 

 

STUDENT MEMBERS  

Mahad, Dimbil  Spanish 

 

WITS NOTES NOTIS NOTES 
NEW MEMBERS  

Eck, Raquel Pereira English<>Portuguese 

Gonzalez, Guadalupe English<>Spanish 

Hawkins, Irene López English<>Spanish 

   French>Spanish      

Johnson, Pedro  English<>Spanish 

Matsudaira, Woohyang     English<>Japanese 

Ong, Daniel  

Torzecka, Elzbieta English<>Polish 

Witte, Aracelis 

 

NEW INSTITUTIONAL MEMBERS  

CLIMB for Health Professionals, Portland Community 

College, Sheila Meserschmidt, Director       

 

STUDENT MEMBERS  

Boespflug, Charles  English<>French<>Spanish 
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The Northwest Linguist is a quarterly publication published jointly by                                    
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pressed are solely those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the views of the Editor, the Society, or 

its Board.  Submissions should be limited to no more than 1,000 words. 

 

Editor and Layout:      Kathryn German translationskg@comcast.net 
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       NOTIS is happy to announce our annual summer NOTIS-WITS sheltered picnic. 

 

When: Saturday, August 13th, 2:00  to 6:30 p.m.  

 

Where:  Anderson Park in downtown Redmond, WA.  

 

Cost:  Itõs free!  Just bring food to eat and share (i.e. Potluck). 

 
The lovely 2.8 acre Anderson Park is ready to delight and shelter us. So come even if it 

rains and bring partners and children.  Click on the link below and view all the Ander-

son Park has to offer: 

www.ci.redmond,wa.us/cms/one.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=4077 

Address and  directions: 7802 168th Avenue NE, Redmond, WA 

From the Redmond Way exit on SR520, turn left on Redmond Way. Turn right onto 

168th  Avenue. The park will be on your right, and the facilities are identified with 

signs. There is no parking lot, just street parking.  (Read parking signs carefully) 

Come and meet some new NOTIS-WITS people and catch up on news with old 

friends.  Hope to see you there!  

A PICNIC! WEõRE HAVING A PICNICé   

AND WE WANT  YOU TO COME! 

ò 
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MEET OUR MEMBERS: KATRIN RIPPEL (cont.) 

When Katrin first moved to Washington State, she was eager to network with other 

language professionals, so she joined ATA and NOTIS and met many interesting peo-

ple. She could not stop feeling amazed by the stories her colleagues in these societies 

had to tell. òEveryone has a story that makes that person fascinating!ó she exclaimed. 

For that reason, she proposed that NOTIS start a column to introduce these mem-

bers, and the Newsletter committee agreed that Katrin was the perfect candidate for 

this project. 

Having been a wonderful columnist  for NOTIS for so long, why quit now? The answer 

is her 14-month-old son. He is a bundle of energy and, of course, this demands a tre-

mendous amount of time from Katrin. As much as she regretted it, she has finally had 

to resign from the job she had been performing so well. 

òDo you have any words you want to share with our members?ó I asked. Katrin re-

plied, òI signed up with NOTIS and became involved in the activities with NOTIS.  It 

helped me reach out, and assisted me in running my business. It gave me a lot of con-

nections. Iõd like to encourage people to get involved in the activities of trade organiza-

tions such as NOTIS. These organizations can be very dynamic and a source of  inspi-

ration, generating ideas along the way. Many people tend to ask what they can get out 

of an organization, instead of asking how they can contribute more. They should view 

things the other way around.  Things usually come full circle.ó  Thank you, Katrin! 

 

 
Free Picnic  for 

NOTIS and 

WITS members 

and their  

families. 

 

 

Just bring food 

to share drinks 

and everything 

else  

will be provided 

 

http://www.ci.redmond,wa.us/cms/one.aspx?portalId=169&pageId=4077


 

 

This class has been submitted to the Administrator of 

the Office of the Courts for 2 continuing education 

credits. 

 

LOCATION: The Language Exchange, Inc.  716 E. Fair-

haven, Burlington, WA 98233. Adjacent to the Post 

Office. 

Registration: resources@langex.com or call 360-755-

9910, option 3. 

Fee: $35 ($40 at the door).  The fee will  be refunded if 

class is cancelled. Please arrive 10 minutes before class 

time and plan to stay for the entire workshop. 

Saturday, September 24th, 11:00 -1:00 PM 

Sgt. Don is a 19-year veteran of the Mount Vernon 

Police Department where has worked as patrol, 

swat team, undercover narcotics officer and is now 

the supervisor of the Mount Vernonõs Crime  

Prevention division.  

 

Join fellow court interpreters of all languages to hear 

vocabulary and procedure of drug enforcement from 

a professional. There will be opportunities for ques-

tions and informal discussion. 

 

Jaye Stover, Court certified interpreter, will facilitate 

the discussion of court room drug case experience 

with participants. 

 

SEMINAR: DRUG ENFORCEMENT VOCABULARY WORKSHOP 
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SEMINAR: DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND SEXUAL ASSAULT 

Saturday, September 24th, 1:30 -3:30 PM 

Jennifer McClain of Skagit Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault Services along with 

certified court interpreter Jaye Stover, will facilitate a workshop for court interpret-

ers on domestic violence, legal options for survivors, safety issues, and planning. 

 

This class has been submitted for 2 continuing education credits to the Administrator 

of the Courts.  It is for interpreters of all languages. The workshop will include lan-

guage and legal information for domestic violence and assault issues heard at all court 

levels. 

 

Jennifer McClain is the Sexual Assault Program Supervisor at Skagit Domestic Vio-

lence and Sexual Assault Services. Jennifer received her Bachelorõs degree from 

Western Washington University and has been with the agency for the last three 

years. In her role, she provides direct advocacy to domestic violence and sexual as-

sault survivors, facilities community education and awareness around the issues of 

domestic violence and sexual assault, and assists in the management of the commu-

nity drop-in center and 24-hour crisis response services. 

 

LOCATION: The Language Exchange, Inc.  716 E. Fairhaven, Burlington, WA 98233. 

Adjacent to the Post Office. 

Registration: resources@langex.com or call 360-755-9910, option 3. 

Fee: $35 ($40 at the door).  Will be refunded if class is cancelled. 
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 Galen Basse, a PhD candidate in Linguistics at the  

University of Washington, Teaching Associate, and 

Translation Project Coordinator for Health Research 

Associates shared his tactics for decoding and graphing 

complex sentences. By using these tools, translators 

and/or interpreters can more accurately and swiftly  

arrive at the kernel of meaning in complex, highly           

convoluted texts. 

WITS ANNUAL MEETING 
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   ALICIA LANZNER, EUGENIA MUNDAY, CHINTANA BARDEN  

GALEN BASSE, B.A.,M.A. AND BARBARA ROBINSON  

NORMAN WALTON AND KENNETH BARGER  

Norman Walton, John Wallays, and  

Henry Cannon shared their expertise in the 

use of firearms with translators and interpret-

ers to  provide them with a better understand-

ing of pistols, shotguns, and rifles and their 

nomenclature. 

ANGELA TORRES HENRICK, EUGENIA MUNDAY,                      

VERONICA BARBER & KATHRYN GERMAN  


